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MISSISSIPPI VOTING SYSTEM PROJECT 


FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Are touch screen machines as reliable as (former voting system)?

Touch screen systems are by far the most intuitive and easiest to use voting device available. The design of the AccuVote-TSX, for instance, eliminates over voting and virtually eliminates the problem of under voting because voters must affirmatively choose to not cast a vote for a particular contest or measure.   

Why are we changing the way we vote?

In response to the 2002 Help America Vote Act passed by Congress which provides funding to replace antiquated voting systems with more reliable systems which meet the requirements of persons with special needs (ADA).  

Why did Mississippi select touch screen voting?

Touch screen voting has been proven to be the most user-friendly, accurate and accessible voting machines in the elections marketplace.
How is my absentee ballot counted?
The absentee ballot process is the same as with current scanner systems.  An election official will provide you with an optical scan ballot.  The voter completes his/her selections on this ballot and returns it to the election official.  Prior to the final votes being tallied, an election official will feed the optical scan ballot through an optical scan reader which will count the absentee votes and include them in the final election tally.
What if I don’t want to cast a vote for a candidate or question?

You have the right not to vote in any race or question.  The ballot summary screen will note races/questions the voter has not made a selection, so that the voter does not overlook responding, but the voter is not required to cast a vote in every race.

How do I know the voting system counted my vote as I cast it?

After making selections, a review screen will appear listing all the choices the voter made.  The AVPM (printer) will then print a paper ballot for the voter to review and approve.

What happens to the paper receipt?

The voter verifiable paper receipt is stored with the county election official in case there is a need for a paper recount.  

How is the technology accessible to disabled voters?

An audio ballot is available to blind voters and a numeric key pad is used to make their selections.  The key pad was designed to replicate a universally known key pad as seen on a touch tone phone with a raised “5.” 
What happens when there is a power failure?

Since the AccuVote TSX contains a battery back up, no disruption due to power failure can occur.  Power failures are seamless events not affecting system operation.  

Is the voting confidential?

Electronic voting is 100% confidential; each voting unit has a separate privacy enclosure.  Even poll workers are not able to trace how votes were cast.  All information relating to candidate selection is encrypted and immediately randomized as a vote is cast and stored in three redundant locations.  

When will I first see this technology in use during an election?

The first election using the touch screen machines will be in June 2006.
